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Gordon Elementary Science Sessions 

 

Fifth Grade Teachers at Gordon Elementary are teaming together to bring hands-on, inquiry based 

science to their students.  Once or twice every two months each teacher takes two science topics, and 

gathers materials and parent volunteers to set up rotating science stations for their classes. Below are 

images scoped and diagramed by some of their students using our newly acquired Scopes-On-A-Rope! 

                     



       

 

 

Vinland Elementary Combines Civics and Science 

Deb Dolman’s Fifth Grade Students are working in teams: Water, Transportation, Healthy Schools, 

Waste-Recycling and Energy to help develop one thing that Vinland could do as a school to increase 

their sustainability and use less resources.  There must be a long lasting effect on the environment.  

Pictured below is The Healthy School Team.  Their task was to identify any products not provided by 

the school.  They will then look at the data they collect and determine whether or not these products 

affect Vinland’s air quality. 

 

 

 

 



Science MSP Resources 

 

MSP Resources from OSPI were shared at our last DoDEA Science Trainings.  Just a reminder that 

links to these resources are available on our District Website.  Log in and go to: Staff Resources-

Teacher Shared Resources-Elementary Science.  You will find links that include access to updates to 

the science assessment system for 2012, sample items to familiarize teachers and students with the 

item types on the assessments, and scoring information for educators.  Fifth grade teachers, your 

building testing coordinators and computer technicians are helping to make sure that the Online 

Demos will be available for you and your students.  It is recommended that your students run through 

the demo at least two times to become familiar with the format and tools that are available. 

 

North Kitsap Science Kits and Materials 

 

During our last DoDEA Science Trainings a lot of progress was made towards aligning our District 

Science Materials with our State Science Standards by grade level.  Due to the importance of 

developing a program that is standards and inquiry based and in some cases due to budget issues, 

some kits and materials continue to be under revision.  Please know that old kits will continue to be 

available until new ones are ready. 

 

Science A-Z Features Worth Checking Out 

 

 

Science In The News: Features articles written from current science topics in the news at three 

reading levels to allow for differentiated instruction.  Science in the News provides opportunities to 

teach critical thinking, inquiry, and the genre-specific literacy skill of reading the news.                       

(This feature can be found by clicking on the Science In The News tab on the left side of your Science A-Z home page.) 

 

http://www.sciencea-z.com/scienceweb/home.do


Career Files: Some units have Career Files that contain short articles written about science careers 

that relate to that unit’s content area.   

(This feature can be found by going to a particular unit in Science A-Z,  clicking on Additional Student Materials under 

Supporting Materials and then clicking on the appropriate career file link. A great way to support Application Science 

Standards!) 

 

Kitsap County Local Science Resources 

 

 Please check out the attached newsletter and flier offering a unique field trip opportunity from Kitsap 
County Public Works Utilities.  Our district is very fortunate to have been offered a wide range of 
standards based, local, inquiry and hands-on science lessons and classroom visits by this hardworking 
group.  We are working to align their resources with our grade level standards.  The goal of Kitsap 
County Public Works Utilities is to teach students the importance of conserving resources while giving 
you the support and materials needed to integrate environmental education into your classroom 
curriculum through FREE presentations, hands-on activities, and field trips related to local utilities – 
Solid Waste (recycling, composting, litter), Storm water (water pollution, salmon, water quality), and 
Sewer Utility (collection and treatment).  
 
 

 

Science Sites 

 

www.nsta.org  : The National Science Teachers Association (NSTA), founded in 1944 and headquartered in Arlington, 

Virginia, is the largest organization in the world committed to promoting excellence and innovation in science teaching 

and learning for all. Click on the Elementary School tab on the left side of their home page to access free articles from 

their Science & Children journal. 

Beetle Busters: Produced by the U.S. Department of Agriculture’s Office of Animal Plant and Health Inspection Service, 

http://beetlebusters.info presents information about this invasive pest along with a curriculum guide and poster  

http://bit.ly/sA6dC4 for grades 4 and up. 

National Green Week Curriculum: Actually a multi-week initiative from the Green Education Foundation, this curriculum 

can interest elementary and middle level students in waste reduction.  Themes include recycling, tree and land 

conservation, litter and much more. http://www.greeneducationfoundation.org/nationalgreenweeksub  

 

http://www.nsta.org/
http://beetlebusters.info/
http://bit.ly/sA6dC4
http://www.greeneducationfoundation.org/nationalgreenweeksub


Science Trainings/PLC 

 

Our next and last round of DoDEA Science Trainings/PLC for this year is being planned for mid to 

late April.  Specific information about dates, times and locations will be sent to you as soon as 

possible. 

 

 Your science coach is here to help. Now that scopes are in your buildings I’d be happy to come visit and 

model some of it’s features with your class or at a grade level teacher meeting.  Looking for some creative ways 

for your students to present their science work?  Contact me and I’ll share some ideas.  Need help finding and 

navigating the Science MSP information on our District Website?  Let me know. As we approach this first 

trimester of reporting student progress in science K-5 I am also available to help guide you through this process. 


